Surgical treatment of prosthetic valve endocarditis with homograft aortic valve replacement.
This article presents the University of Alabama experience with homograft aortic valve replacement for prosthetic valve endocarditis. Of 117 patients who have undergone homograft aortic valve replacement since 1981, there has been a total of 22 patients who underwent operation for endocarditis. Sixteen were isolated valve replacements, three combined with other procedures, and three were aortic root replacements. When placed in a setting of active endocarditis, there have been no reoperations for endocarditis of the homograft valve. Surgical techniques are presented for the freehand sewn homograft as well as aortic root replacement. Prosthetic valve endocarditis is a highly lethal event and when aortic valve replacement is advised in this setting, we believe a homograft aortic valve should be implanted whenever possible.